Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 STATE 070273 
ORIGIN SY-05 

INFO OCT-01 AF-08 ISO-OO /014 R 


Message Text 


DRAFTED BY A/SY/OPS/FO:JRDONOVAN:BS 
APPROVED BY A/SY/OPS/FO - WILLIAM J. HOLDA, ACTING 
AF/EX - J. BRYANT 
A/SY/OPS - V.F. ST. MARS 

301341Z 045547/44 

R 300156Z MAR 77 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY LAGOS 

INFO AMEMBASSY BANGUI 

AMEMBASSY NAIROBI 

CO MSG BATTALION WASHINGTON DC 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE STATE 070273 

LAGOS FOR RSO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ASEC, MSG 

SUBJECT: ARMING OF CONSEC MARINES 
REF: BANQUI'S 563 

1 . REFTEL REVIEWED WITH CONCERN. PRIOR TO APPROVING 
ASSIGNMENT OF TDY MARINES TO BANQUI FOR CONSTRUCTION 
SECURITY THE DEPARTMENT WAS UNDER THE IMPRESSION THAT 
NECESSARY CLEARANCES AND IMMUNITIES HAD BEEN OBTAINED 
FROM GOCAE FOR TDY MARINES. CONTENT OF REFTEL PARA 
TWO (2) INDICATES THIS IS NOT THE CASE. MSG'S SHOULD 

NOT BE USED WITHOUT HOST GOVERNMENT APPROVING THEIR 
PRESENCE SINCE ACTIONS THEY MAY BE REQUIRED TO TAKE IN 
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NORMAL PERFORMANCE OF THEIR SECURITY DUTY MAY PLACE THEM 
IN JEOPARDY. 

2. UNLESS SPECIFICALLY PROHIBITED BY HOST GOVERNMENT 
MARINES SHOULD BE ARMED WHILE WITHIN THE EMBASSY PREMISES 
AND IN THE NORMAL COURSE OF THEIR DUTIES. MACE. WHILE 

A GOOD FIRST EFFORT DEFENSIVE WEAPON. CANNOT BE EXPECTED 
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TO REPLACE A REVOLVER. SINCE THE MAIN REASON FOR ARMING 
A MARINE IS TO PROTECT HIMSELF OR ANOTHER PERSON SHOULD 
THEIR LIFE BE IMMEDIATELY ENDANGERED, IT IS DIFFICULT TO 
UNDERSTAND THE PURPOSE OR THE RATIONAL OF PLACING HIS 

WEAPON IN A LOCKED SAFE IN SOMEONE ELSE'S QUARTERS, 150 
YARDS AWAY FROM WHERE HE MAY NEED IT. 

3. IT IS REQUESTED THAT THE SITUATION WITH REGARD TO 
EMPLOYMENT AND ARMING OF MSG'S BE REVIEWED AND APPROPRIATE 
ACTION TAKEN TO CORRECT DEFICIENCIES. 

CHRISTOPHER 
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Copy: SINGLE 

Sent Date: 30-Mar-1977 12:00:00 am 
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Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 22 May 2009 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
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Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1977STATE070273 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: JRDONOVAN:BS 
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Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Expiration: 
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Format: TEL 
From: STATE 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Line Count: 74 
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